
UNITED STATES GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

CLAIMS DIVISION 

IN REPUY PLEASE QUOTE 

PA-Z-1685302 (1 )-AAn-7 '̂  
'•9S7 

The CoiDptroller Genaral 

Herewith i s tho claim of The Satirenent Fund of ikbdical Corps, 
Athens, OrGece, i n the sum of 630*00 Greek araehaae (Ci21.00), for 
payment of the United Statoa Inforaation i^^ncy's share of f i r e 
insurance premium for calondar year 1955 on the Govencsjnt-leased 
U . S , i , 3 . l i b r a r y prenlses , located a t Ho. 29 Stadium Stree t (formerly 
CJiurchill S t r e e t ) , AtJiens, Greece, / 

Paragraph 5 of the o r ig ina l lease under Tshich the proaissa are 
occupied, contract Ko. S-23 fa -25 , dated July 1 , 19ii8 (now IA-23-2$), 
provides tha t the lessor accepts f u l l and so le respons ib i l i ty for tSte 
p3ymsat of a l l taxes and any other charges of a public nature which 
are or aay be assessed against the property of \ ^ c h the premises 
covered Ify the lease form a p a r t , 3i3 anendments tci the contract 
ovidsuce increase of rent i n accordance u i t h the provisions of the 
Greek Rent Control Law, ^ 

By cenarandua of Jarie 18, 195U> the AcEeriean Eiijassy, Athens, 
GrcGce, referred tte claiia to the Eepartnisnt of State f<n» a ruling 
as to the pifopn'etjt^ of pay:z£nt of the aifcject claim and intJlcaifeite 
that eiicilar clims might be pre^nted, ^ In reply tiiereto, the 
.Jspartnont of State advised that ihe contract and iijaendsent Ho, 2j 
•iTere exaiiiined idth the cooperation of the State Site Audit aroup 
of our Office, and it was concluded that both docurzenbs iTero silent 
as to fire insurance being p;:yable as a part of rent, as well aa 
other iteins Wiich the laeaee could be called upon to pay under the 
rsnt control lav in addition to rent* ^ 

Tho iUle contains a nesorandum from the Aierican Sniassy, Athens, 
t o the U.S,I ,A. , ITaahington, D. 0 , , dated July l i i , 1956, advising t h a t , 
i n i t s opinion, the contract evidenced by the ISeaoranduiB of Agreement 
of April 11 , 1953» î afi inevi tably drawn id th in tent to comply fu l ly 
\jith the Greek len t Control Law, and had i t been intended tha t the 
lessor would be l i ab l e for f u l l payrtent of f i r e insurance premiums, 
contrary t o tlie l av , the Joint Administrative £3rvices would un
questionably have expressly provided in tha contract t h a t these pay
manta would be mads by the lessor in part consideration of t he s t ipula ted 
contract p r i c e , Ihe nieiiarandum s t a t e s that the Greek Rent Control Law, 
\Thich has been i n e i fec t since August 5* l9U7, f i r s t required tenants 
to p ^ a share of the f i r e insurance premium on August 3 1 , 1952. I t 
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clc;3 cî '3«3a Uic-t uiCop tl:3 ijroviGicau oS* t^^ Rant r;sj'atairiis:2 of 

as 'jk.' ."L̂ jV̂ it 3 1 , i9i>6, a t i7ldGh;ti!!:a'n':i[-otistl::v.'>vo:li tie 
carr:l3ii <>.7 Tjruh iilie tr./no^ to cH îî d -̂ po co^VjiiMot: -tvo ^)li:c^ lî x© 'ili^ 
l.2i':>t3d - '̂̂ tatca r?o'TC.-̂ r"o::it osjTOCS roapoaGibili'lij I'o? Gori^l;/"in3 i:i.th 
yto U'':it Co:?::ircl L'.^, ^ 

- ^ j Lector of r ^ 3 , I9^7a "'--̂ ^ L ^ t o d &uctcf7 liafei^^tlGn A^̂ ciioy 
c.'1vic.3d v.hat ''olto loaue ia ofi^Jl i a i^orce on a uo-î ^uh-̂ OFGoath ba^-l^ 
uiii3]P ti:-3 Sent Cciiorol Law,-' î̂ iS .'̂ .G^̂ oy Ciuotiea rx^'-'-cle 32, .par^srciLiIi 
1 of xliD '.^cros iloxtOd I^bruary 2-3, 19jSf as CE:i:i::2jd, In-ioon ao 'ulis 
•t^rst Goatrel Ura, as follc7;3j 

"jii iQc^ect of cxtet'Tird leasoa, ths co3t, af\. T^ti'i^r v;-ileli 
ia li'jod, tlifl n^nicipality ^,avba;-o coll'^ictlon JJco,^, h&lf -^^.a 
fire XL2Cnraiise piQioiui^^-ij!:' an i^iyuronce I»aa h&cn;cr,ni2'Ciotod 
b7 t^'O ci'^iir rf -i-ie ro.-a ccl;a-ts-:>^e c.j5«;ii323 i^ca;* 'HLoin-Jv^jaaiicjo 
and o^ra.'^^ior_'. of 'jc^rajfa ••.Vi'i <3033pools, ulio ooiitributi^n paid 
to olie Lroniciyality for ^Jtvj jporation of cciTcs'a, 'aiidtiio 
ojipon^ie3 foi* GOji^c;ral aaatiin"; arid o^ioi-'Citirig of •OhG'\1ift, cs-e 
C3fi'3^'0'i by tno liOGtiO alazi'i, c-3 -^oll a^'-'j'ie v.ithho!!^is30 
or coiitriL'Utio'ns lovtod by virtue 3f r»^ lc"3 in ;?ivcr of 
Fiini:0 (raaiion and ;\s3iauCLnctj) or IkTauranco Qi"3'Xi:i'Eati,_c23 
in Ecn3rcil, C^TBH If the loocar ia l;j5jfally bc":iud lio ^6Sv^ 

\. 

Tito .''iGGTicy I^^s bc?,n advised ",hat thc :'rha'-n;y Goti^rastin^ Oi'^ic^r'^v 
T;ho si^ined î -̂d Aircocont i s not ::valia.:la ZoT a otater-ont QsMio\ \ 
•i.!:o-iacr i^i t^aa rUi'fiGiziQd -[-̂ î t f i r s incu^i*ar:co pro î̂ .jiî g aa paid-.by \ 
•J1:O Unl'GC'J SJC'IIGO •Z.Q"cz:rB\Jt^ -̂hg c lo ia i a av3i'iiiGui?ativc2y â>3;il*Wcd; 
In " i au cf t?i3 ip::̂ cvic3ior-3 o.? •:ilio :"2ont- ôn-'Lir̂ jl Zavj, .- . . \ 

uoziarcll^ tLio rights cud lia*jili%ie3 of •par'iiloe to a loaci^ as^ 
,'i07c:i=r^d h-^ JI:3 lc::."a oi' 'ulto v>laco ^iJlHirs uh3 prc^lacD GS^ located 
.-liid t^3 Ica-o v.aa 03r3C"iitGd, Cce ^1 a.J.iJ., L^^i^lcrd Q3.'1 ?2ziaT«t, 
2'3i>, ̂ 31. -"^rii'i^ra tlig l£aR9 "Xis ajt^'c-.^^ed cr^ V.:Q Li^ofsr'^iy l^.vol-ied 
iE ia G. i^oi.-oi;jEi cauatsy •fvlii^ ^•ovoz.tJigu icaaunity of tha l"^J.todl r-.tates 
(Icoo £io-i G;rtcn^ ia -lU^is caso a-iri, •;horci'oro, it is baliovod thcit tlK> 
cl'iiLi ia f<i? allci^ranaa iia^ar •'•^lo Lcus of tho Xiristi^s of C>PG3ce, 
--120366, .miy 12, I9^^4ri3-li;3!i,^, July 9, 19^^4,"^-*d 3-5^i:U?, 
i^'c'^.r-u^vry 19, 19^6, IJcKrevor, :la f/iow of paragraph E> of ths contract, 
nupi^g, .^.n-.i --ilio jjcjuxiiility jf u'^-J.l:ir 'jlaiy::3 on ottior 1ovOi^-.iGtit 
Ic-'::33d •^•::^c^";:;rtio3, •'iho -jct-'wy ;:.• au^adii-ucd for yo^jr eoaaidoratlon 
cuii :ln3t2'r-eti2iL3, ^ 

L, t... GA '̂LOR 

Chief, ;̂ a î::35it Glal^a '.ranch 
''nelocna'e 

fJc-ntract 3-23 fa-2S 
(jiofi lA-23-25) 
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B-132152-0*H* FILE O i ^ W ^ O M P i iErfJr. J^« '13, 1957 
Director, Claims Division 

Retumed, Since the recoivi indicates that the Greek Rent 
Control Law was in effect at the time the lease uas executed, and 
since Article 32, paragraph 1, of the Decree of Februaiy 28, 1955> 
as amended, concerning extended leases. In effect, obligates 
lessees for half of the insurance premiusa, oven if the lessor 
is bound CO pay such costs, there are for application here the 
principles announced in 29 Comp. Gen, 180 and B-120286, July 12, 
195ij. Accordingly, allowance of the claim is authorized notwith
standing the provisions of paragraph 5 of the contract. Tho 
Cepartxient of State has urgently requested that our action be 
expedited, 

^^BAKS H. WEIT^ 

Assistant Comptroller General 
of the United States 

Attacbnents 
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